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If you want to buy the musical instrument of your dreams then Take It Away may be the answer.
Supported by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Take it away is an interest free loan scheme
which spreads the cost of buying a musical instrument. Customers can borrow anything from £100
to £2,000 and spread the cost, interest free, over 9 months (with a 10% deposit).
As well as buying your chosen musical instrument, you can also add on additional items to your
Take It Away loan to help ensure you have everything you need to get playing such as an instrument
case, amplifier, strings, reeds, sheet music and delivery or set-up charges. If the shop where you're
using Take It Away offers tuition, you could also add on a block of lessons to your loan. There are
currently four outlets in Northern Ireland offering the scheme to customers.
Matchetts Music, in Belfast, recently partnered with Uilleann piper, teacher and instrument maker,
Patrick O'Hare, to offer customers the opportunity to purchase Patrick's high-quality pipes through
the Take It Away scheme.

music classes this term and, of course, a welcome back to all of our
returning pupils.

Visit: www.artscouncil-ni.org for further information.

Contact Details:

We have updated our website where you can download your tutorial
booklets, which you will need for your classes. If you are a beginner
download the Preliminary Grade Book for the instrument you want to learn.
This will introduce you to the first tunes you will learn and lead you towards
the next step-by-step level of progression.

Thomas (Maxi) McElroy (Manager)
Andersonstown Traditional & Contemporary Music School
Westcourt Centre, 8-30 Barrack Street, Belfast, BT12 4AH
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HELLO and WELCOME to all of the new pupils who will be joining our

St

We are here

For those of you that have attended classes previously or if you already
have some playing experience, you can also download tutorial booklets
ranging from Grade 2 - Grade 8 that are relevant if you that are learning to
play a traditional instrument.

A.T.C.M.S. is supported by

Charity Status No: XR 33007
Company No:
NI 36660
Registered with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC103431

Our classes are designed to make the learning of an instrument a fun and
enjoyable experience. We can offer opportunities to gain accredited
qualifications, if you choose to develop your skills further, and periodically,
we organise concert performances where you will be invited to participate.

January - March what we've been up to

OUR VENUES

CITY CENTRE (Head Office)
Westcourt Centre
8 – 30 Barrack Street
Belfast
BT12 4AH
Phone: (028) 90 434 894
e-mail: atownmusicschool@gmail.com

NORTH BELFAST
Survivors of Trauma Centre
155 Cliftonville Road
Belfast
BT14 6JR

Holy Family Primary School
14 Newington Avenue
Belfast
BT15 2HP

We had an excellent term, despite some disruption due to the snow. The pupils
played and sang beautifully at their end of term concerts and some 17 are awaiting
the results of their examinations. Congratulations to you all, well done.
For the first time in its 21-year history, Gradam Ceoil, the prestigious live concert and
awards ceremony, known as the Oscars of traditional music, was held in the
Waterfront Hall in February and broadcast live on TG4. The school promoted
Gradam and we were delighted to have the privilege of providing the ambient music
performance as the audience arrived.
Supporting the 30th anniversary of Féile an Phobail, we performed during Féile an
Earraigh for local commuters on the Translink 10a Metro Buses. The response from
the passengers was fantastic and Meon Eile, an Irish language TV production
company, filmed on route and interviewed some of our young performers. We also
performed on St Patrick's Day in the Kennedy Centre.
In collaboration with other community organisations, we provided entertainment and
engaged in a number of activities for young people and the elderly that included
Guitar Classes, Song Circles, Community Safety and Tea Dance events.

Music on the Metro

Song Circle Participants

SOUTH BELFAST
An Droichead
20 Cooke Street
Belfast
BT7 2EP

WEST BELFAST
Christian Brothers’ School
Glen Road
Belfast
BT11 8BW

Under 18 - Did you ever consider becoming a tutor?
Classroom Assistants Wanted
Do you know that we have a Classroom Assistant Programme where pupils, under
the age of 18 and of the right standard, can gain skills and valuable experience as
‘Classroom Assistants’ in their instrument under the supervision of their class
teacher.
This is a volunteering opportunity that will prepare young pupils in advance of
reaching the age of 18, to become tutors themselves and benefit from being able to
add this experience and new skills development to their CV.
We are targeting pupils aged 16+ with a mature disposition and playing ability of
Grade 6 or 8 standard. (pupils above the age of 18 can also be considered if they wish
to avail of this experience.) If you think you match this criteria and would be
interested in becoming a assistant please contact us at 90 434 894.

Andersonstown Traditional and Contemporary Music School

PUPIL CODE OF CONDUCT
NEW: General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR):
Consent to Use and Keep Information
NOTE TO ALL PUPILS
In the interests of safety and class discipline, please note the following:

All pupils must:

Also, if you wish to be removed from our contact database at any time, you may do so by email or
post. A copy of our Privacy Policy will be available on our website from Mid-May.

·

ARRIVE ON TIME
·

PAY ATTENTION in class

Health & Safety / Child Protection Policies

Leave classrooms EXACTLY as you find them

Andersonstown Traditional and Contemporary Music School (ATCMS) is committed to the
delivery of services that promote good practice and protects children and vulnerable adults from
harm. Inherent in this, is the commitment to ensure that young people and children who attend our
classes are not at risk in any way.

·
·

DO NOT write on or erase anything from the blackboards

·

DO NOT cause damage or vandalise property at any of the venues we use

·

DO NOT touch any paperwork or books in the classroom
·

RESPECT other people’s property, including instruments and music notes
·

·

The introduction of new legislation, GDPR, that will come into force in May, requires us to obtain
your formal consent to use the information you provide us with for the purposes of delivering,
monitoring and evaluating our activities; and to inform you of forthcoming class terms & events.
Your information will be kept by us for no-longer than is necessary and in line with our Privacy
Policy. Your information will not be shared with any third parties.

BEHAVE PROPERLY at all times:

We will seek to protect the safety of children and provide a safe environment by ensuring that all of
our tutors participate in child protection training and are vetted through Access NI, to ensure their
suitability for working with children and vulnerable adults. All are required to partake in an induction
process prior to starting with ATCMS and all must follow a strict code of conduct which provides
excellent guidelines for their work with young people.

·

NO Bad language
·

NO Hitting
·

NO Name calling
·

NO Spitting

·

·

NO Fighting

·

·

BULLYING BEHAVIOUR WILL NOT BE TOLERATED
·

NO Running in the corridors
·

DO NOT Enter other classrooms

To ensure that these measures are adhered to, ATCMS have adopted and implement the following
Policies.
·
·
·

SWEETS, FOOD AND DRINKS ARE NOT PERMITTED

If you have any problems, comments, complaints or anything you wish to discuss,
please contact our office on: (028) 90 434 894 / atownmusicschool@gmail.com

·

Child Protectiong Policy
Health and Safety Policy
Photographic Policy
Anti- Bullying Policy
Adult Pupil Policy
Staff, Volunteer and Pupil Codes of Conduct

NOTE:
Please make your child / children aware of the above and assure them that they
can confidentially discuss any issues that they may have concerns about, with their tutor or
any of our staff.

Complaints Policy
A.T.C.M.S. recognises that from time to time some of our users may have complaints, concerns or
problems relating to the school that they wish to raise and have addressed. Therefore, we have
adopted a Complaints Policy to facilitate these types of issues and ensure that they are dealt with
fairly and speedily to the satisfaction of all concerned.
If you would like or require more information on our Policies and Procedures, (copies of which are
available on request) please feel free to contact us.

PLEASE NOTE, FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE ABOVE
MAY RESULT IN A PUPILS REMOVAL FROM THE SCHOOL

Remember, if you are unable to attend any of your classes, please contact the office and
let us know on (028) 90 434 894 / atownmusicschool@gmail.com

Contact Details:
Thomas (Maxi) McElroy (Manager)
Andersonstown Traditional and Contemporary Music School
Westcourt Centre, 8-30 Barrack Street, Belfast, BT12 4AH
028 90 434894 / 028 90 434902
Tel:
07754 466954 / 07754 592111
Mobile:
atownmusicschool@gmail.com
E-mail:
www.andersonstownmusicschool.com
Website:

Accredited Examinations - 2018
APRIL – JUNE 2018

Closing Dates and Fees

NEW TERM DATES - AT A GLANCE

LCM Graded Music Examinations

Registration and First Class will take place as follows:

Exam Dates and Fees

Please see new term class leaflet for instrument lists for each venue.
* All pupils are required to supply their own instrument *
*** Pupils attending Piano classes require a portable keyboard ***

Irish Traditional Instruments
Exam Duration

Closing Date
st

Spring: March / April 2018

1 February 2018

Summer: May / June 2018

21st April 2018

Winter: November / December 2018

01st October 2018

Grade

Fees

Step grade

£35.00

Grade 1

£47.00

Grade 2

£53.00

Grade 3

£58.00

Grade 4

£62.00

Grade 5

£68.00

Grade 6

£78.00

Grade 7

£85.00

Grade 8

£97.00

NORTH BELFAST
VENUE & TIME

START DATE

MID-TERM / and
Closure Days

END OF TERM

Survivors of Trauma
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Monday
09th April 2018

Monday
07th May 2018

Monday
18th June 2018

Monday
28 May 2018
th

Holy Family
Primary School
7.00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday
11th April 2018

Wednesday
09th May 2018

Wednesday
13th June 2018

SOUTH BELFAST
RGT Graded Music Examinations

VENUE & TIME

START DATE

MID-TERM / and
Closure Days

END OF TERM

An Droichead
11.30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Saturday
14th April 2018

To Be Confirmed

Saturday
16th June 2018

Exam Dates and Fees
Trinity Graded Music Examinations

Guitar
Exam Duration

Closing Date

Spring: March / April 2018

1st February 2018

Summer: June / July 2018

Exam Dates and Fees
Piano / Keyboard

st

1 May 2018
st

Winter: November / December 2018

1 October 2018

Grade

Fees

Initial stage

£33.00

Preliminary grade

£35.00

Exam Duration

Closing Date

Spring: March / 2018

12th January 2018

Summer: June / 2018

13th April 2018

Winter: November / 2018

1st October 2018

Grade

Fees

Initial

£37.50

Grade 1

£42.50

Grade 2

£47.50

Grade 3

£52.50

Grade 4

£60.00

Grade 5

£67.50

Grade 1

£44.00

Grade 2

£50.00

Grade 3

£55.00

Grade 4

£59.00

Grade 5

£65.00

Grade 6

£75.00

Grade 6

£75.00

Grade 7

£82.00

Grade 7

£82.50

Grade 8

£94.00

Grade 8

£95.00

WEST BELFAST
VENUE & TIME

START DATE

MID-TERM / and
Closure Days

END OF TERM

Christian Brothers
School (Tuesday)
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday
10th April 2018

Tuesday
8th May 2018

Tuesday
12th June 2018

Christian Brothers
School (Thursday)
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Thursday
12th April 2018

Thursday
10th May 2018

Thursday
14th June 2018

